
Acton Rangers Gymkhana 

 
 

Summary of Rules and Guidelines 
 

 

The Acton Rangers Gymkhana is operated as its own entity and is not affiliated with any other Gymkhana Associations; 

therefore, we do have rules and guidelines that govern our Gymkhana which may differ from other venues that you may 

have participated in.  Below is a summary for the rules and guidelines that the Acton Rangers use to operate their 

gymkhanas.  However, these are not encompassing, any disputes should be brought to a Ranger, in which a minimum of 3 

will review the complaint and make a decision. Any protests resulting from the final decision of the Rangers, must be 

made, in writing and submitted to the Captain. The Captain will then present the protest at the next scheduled Acton Ranger 

Meeting where it will be reviewed and a final decision will be rendered. 

 

1. Sportsmanship;  

a. The goal of the Acton Rangers is to provide a safe, friendly, and positive environment for families to 

have fun and help our local youth develop their equestrian skills and sportsmanship. All Contestants and 

Spectators are expected to exhibit good Sportsmanship at all times.  Abuse of Animals, Abusive manners 

towards others, theft, malicious intent, etcetera will not be tolerated and can cause the contestant to be 

disqualified or be ejected from the grounds.   

2. Gymkhana Divisions 

a. The Acton Rangers has two divisions, the Saddle Series and the Buckle Series. 

i. The Saddle Series is open to all ages and consists of 4 separate Classes 

1. AAA, AA, A, and Novice 

a. The Novice division is open only those who are 12 and under at the start of the 

season. (1st Sunday of March) 

2. The Saddle Series AAA, AA, and A classes, competes for a Year end awards consisting 

of an overall Championship Saddle and the reserve Champion will receive a Buckle.  

3. The Saddle Series Novice class, competes for a Year end awards consisting of an 

Overall Championship Buckle and the reserve Champion will receive a Buckle.   

4. Individual day ribbons are awarded to each class in each event 

a. The Day awards are to be collected from the Announcer’s booth.  It is best not 

to wait till the end of the day to retrieve your ribbons. 

5. Top 3 Year End awards are award in each event.  

ii. The Buckle Series is open to individuals 25 years and older, and consists of 3 classes 

1. AAA, AA, A 

2. The Buckle series competes for a Year End Championship Buckle in each division 

iii. Time Only Division 

1. Each event will have a Time Only class.  This Class does not compete for points, daily 

awards or Arena Records.  This class is open to all Riders. 

3. There are 6 events; Washington Poles, Quadrangle Poles, Single Barrel, Precision Barrel, Cloverleaf and Keyhole. 

a. Order of classes are AAA, AAA Buckle, AA, AA Buckle, A, A Buckle, Novice, and Time Only. 

4. Attire and safety 

a. Use of Helmets are highly encouraged and required for riders under the age of 7 

b. All Riders are required to wear a Boot with a heal 

c. Contestants must ride in Western Style Saddle, a saddle that contains a horn, no English or bareback 

riding allowed. 

d. All Riders must have the front of their shirt tucked in upon entering the arena 

e. All Riders must wear pants, no shorts or knickers allowed. 

f. When on your horse, maintain control of the reins at all times 

g. No “Double Riding is Allowed” 

h. If your horse may kick at another horse, please tie a red ribbon around it’s tail. 



i. Hitting your horse in front of the cinch is not allowed. 

j. Make sure your tack is good working condition.  An Acton Ranger may inspect tack from time to time to 

ensure your safety. 

5. Recording of Times 

a. Riders must receive a Nod from the Judge in order to start their Pattern 

b. In order to receive a time, the rider must start and end their time by running through the timing poles.  

i. In the event that the rider ends their pattern and runs outside the timing poles, then a no time will 

be recorded 

ii. If, at any time, the rider crosses the timing light prior to completing the pattern, then a no time 

will be recorded 

c. Times will be recorded upon the successful completion of the pattern.  Fixing the pattern is acceptable 

d. Riders are to receive a Nod in order to exit the arena 

e. Judges decision will be final. 

6. Novice Class 

a. The Acton Rangers offer a Novice Class for any rider that is 12 and under. The judge and other Acton 

Rangers will help assist the riders with the patterns if needed.   

b. An Adult will be able to “Lead Line” the rider through the pattern if desired.  The horse must have a 

halter and a lead rope.  The Adult must have control of the Horse at all times.  Leading with the reins is 

not permitted. This will be considered a “Lead Through” and not eligible for points. 

i. In the event the rider would like to try the patten not on a lead line, but may need some help, an 

Acton Ranger to walk with the rider through the pattern, inform the gate attendant and an Acton 

Ranger will be happy to assist the rider on their pattern 

7. Points  

a. All points are awarded based on times within a class and in each event 

i. Points are awarded to the top 10 individuals in each class and each event.  1st place receives 10 

points, 2nd place receives 9 points, ectara. 

b. Points are earned by a horse and rider combination at signups. 

c. Points are tallied after each gymkhana and recorded for year-end events 

d. Points are awarded based on the placing of that day, if time is outside of the class you are entered, they 

still count to your individual points 

e. Points are based on a Horse and Rider combination and only one combination can be ridden for points, 

and the rider can only receive points in one division, either Saddle Series or Buckle Series.  Additional 

horses can be ridden by a rider, but must be entered in the Time-Only division and will not count for 

points 

i. In the case of a Rider changing their horse during the season, points can only be transferred to 

the new combination with the following exceptions: 

1. A vet note that the horse is not fit for competition 

2. An approval of three or more Rangers that the horse is lame and cannot be competed on 

a. This is to be reviewed on the day of the gymkhana.  For instance, an overnight 

injury or an injury during the day 

b. This exception is only valid for that gymkhana on the day in question, for 

extended period of time, a vet note is required . 

3. The horse has passed. 

f. If a Rider is placed in a higher class (move-ups) then any accumulated points will transfer with the Rider 

and Horse combination. 

8. Move Ups 

a. Each division has a time bracket to compete in, if the rider rides above his/her class, then it is considered 

“out of class”.  For Example, if you are in the A Class and you run an AA Time for that event, you are 

considered “out of class”, however, you will still receive points based on your placing for that event. 

b. If an individual, who is competing in the Saddle Series, runs “out of class” in 4 events in a single 

gymkhana, then that Rider will be “Moved Up” to the next class at the next gymkhana 

i. The rider and horse may be moved up during the gymkhana if the rider runs out of class on the 

first gymkhana that they have participated in.  The rider may have initially signed up for too low 

of class due to being new to Acton Rangers 

ii. If an individual runs “out of class” in 3 events, the rider can still be moved up, based on the 

Acton Rangers Review. 

c. If an individual, who is competing in the Buckle Series, runs “out of class” in 2 events in a single 

gymkhana, then that Rider will be “Moved Up” to the next class at the next gymkhana 



i. The rider and horse may be moved up during the gymkhana if the rider runs out of class on the 

first gymkhana that they have participated in.  The rider may have initially signed up for too low 

of class due to being new to Acton Rangers 

d. The class that a rider enters in, is based on past Acton Rangers participation, not Horse and Rider 

combinations.  Once a rider is moved into a class, they can no longer compete in a lower division.  For 

example, if a AA rider is Moved up to AAA and competes in that division, they are to remain in that 

division.  If they return with a different horse in a subsequent season, then that rider must enter in the 

AAA division, regardless of the Horse’s ability. 

9. Time Bracket for Vincent Hill Arena: 

 

Event: AAA AA A Novice

Washington Poles < 24.19 24.20 - 29.79 29.80 - 44.39 > 44.40

Quadrangle < 21.29 21.30 - 28.09 28.10 - 40.39 > 40.40

Single Barrel < 8.08 8.09 - 8.58 8.59 - 9.99 > 10.00

Precision Barrel < 16.26 16.27 - 19.13 19.14 - 25.50 > 25.51

Cloverleaf < 18.51 18.51 - 20.11 20.12 - 29.78 > 29.78

Keyhole < 9.69 9.70 - 13.29 13.30 - 17.69 > 17.70
 

 

10. Gate Area 

a. Please stay away from the corridor entering the gate, as it does get congested 

b. Listen for your name, the order will be consistent from event to event, be sure to know who you are 

following 

c. You must be mounted upon entering the plane of the gate. You can enter in a forward or backwards 

position.  

d. If you are having issues with entry into the gate, the Acton Rangers will assist if requested.  If you are 

being assisted by non-Rangers, they are not to enter the Arena 

e. If the horse refuses to enter the gate, at any point, the Acton Rangers reserve the right to require a halter 

and lead rope to be used. 

11. At each Gymkhana, prior to the start of the first event and after the Pledge of Allegiance, there will be a riders’ 

meeting to announce any changes in the rules, order events, or changes based on the arena conditions. It is your 

responsibility to be present and there are any questions, be sure to ask an Acton Ranger. 

 

 

 

 

Remember Ride hard, shoot straight, and always tell the truth!! 
 

 

  


